
HMP Northumberland Market Gardens 



Within the perimeter of HMP Northumberland, the market garden has long served as an oasis of 

growth and renewal. It has six polytunnels, several greenhouses, fields of strawberries and an 

orchard. Over the years, prisoners have learned valuable skills in horticulture, sustainable farming 

practices and the propagation of plants. The garden, woodwork shop and garage form a 

sanctuary, offering a calming environment that promotes the development of essential life skills. 

However, as there was not an outlet for the produce much of it was not utilised, and the garden 

furniture was not seen beyond the prison. 

 

In June 2023, The Oswin Project started working with the prison, to develop a market for the 

plants and produce, and to provide mentoring and employment to those who have worked in the 

Gardens. 

 

By purchasing this furniture, you are helping to transform the lives of prisoners and prison 

Leavers, all profits will be used to further The Oswin Projects aims. More information can be 

found on our website: growingout.co.uk. 



I strode through the hallways with a purpose, my 

keys jingling in my pocket, inmates greet me with 

"Gov'nor" as I walk the wing. The weight of 

responsibility rested heavily on my shoulders, but 

at last, I reached my destination and relaxed in 

this chair in the garden of Block 5. For I am the 

Governor, and the buck stops here.  

 

Made from recycled softwood, the chair will 

come unfinished, so will need to be painted or 

varnished.  You can chose on which side you 

would like the cupholder.  Order time: 5 weeks.   

W: 81cm D: 100cm H:96cm 



The morning is cold, the leaves crunching 

beneath my steel toe boots, the gate alarm 

chirping while I escort a transfer, "thanks 

boss, chief, mr" fills the air. I head back to 

the house block, my head full of comp 1s, 

adjudications and missing canteen 

sheets.  At last, the quiet and calm of the 

wing.  

 

Our smaller chair is ‘The Officer’.  Made 

from recycled softwood, although pictured 

painted the chair will come unfinished, so 

will need to be painted or varnished.  

Order time: 5 weeks.   

W: 69cm D: 98cm H:87cm 



I stand in the shade of the lime tree, it’s 

sweet perfume transporting me away from 

the courtyard of Block 2, to the summer 

spent ideally in Tuscany, with warm 

summers evening drinking wine on a sun 

dappled terrace. 

 

Our largest planter, made from recycled 

softwood, this will come unfinished, so will 

need to be painted or varnished.  Suitable 

for a Pot 55cm wide.  

Order time: 4 weeks.   

W: 65cm D: 65m H:62cm 



My foot nudges the small planter as I pace 

the exercise yard with my friend. “ I hear 

you are a man who can get things” I say, 

wryly “only if they are on the canteen” he 

replied. 

 

This small planter is made from recycled 

softwood, this will come unfinished, so will 

need to be painted or varnished. Suitable 

for two 22cm pots.  

Order time: 3 weeks   

W: 47cm D: 33m H:32cm 



Hidden in the foliage you spot it, the last 

raspberry, shielded away from the birds 

and other residents. Quickly you grab it, 

the last taste of summer in your hand, here 

in the shade of the perimeter fence.  

 

This stunning planter is made from 

recycled softwood, this will come 

unfinished, so will need to be painted or 

varnished. Suitable for a Pot 40cm wide.  

Order time:4 weeks    

W: 48cm D: 48m H:48cm 



This simple stand comes with three succulents.  

Suitable for small pots 5cm wide. This is not 

made to order, you can take the display item. 

For multiple items, we will need 1 week to 

make.   

W: 37cm D: 10m H:12cm 

This more robust stand comes with three 

plants of your choice.  Suitable for small 

pots 5cm wide. This is not made to order, 

you can take the display item. For 

multiple items, we will need 1 week to 

make.   

W: 45cm D: 14m H:12cm 



Birdbox for Starlings with a treated felt roof. 

Made to order, we will need about 2 weeks to 

make.   

W: 33cm D: 24m H:26cm 

Birdbox for Robins and other birds that 

appreciate more room. Made to order, we will 

need about 2 weeks to make.   

W: 20cm D: 15m H:27cm 



Birdbox for Starlings with a treated felt roof. 

Made to order, we will need about 2 weeks to 

make.   

W: 10cm D: 16m H:27cm 

Birdbox for Starlings with a treated felt roof. 

Made to order, we will need about 2 weeks to 

make.   

W: 33cm D: 24m H:26cm 



Birdbox for larger birds with a treated felt 

roof. Made to order, we will need about 2 

weeks to make.   

W: 35cm D: 29m H:31cm 

Birdbox for small birds with a 

treated felt roof.  

Made to order, we will need about 

2 weeks to make.   

W: 21cm D: 16m H:37cm 



Birdbox for social birds with a treated felt roof. 

Made to order, we will need about 3 weeks to make.   

W: 71cm D: 18m H:32cm 

This publication have been printed by prisoners at HMP Northumberland as part of our commitment to provide 

meaningful work experience and to help reduce re-offending. 

You can order Furniture 

from the Farm Shop in the 

Learning & Development 

Centre at HMP 

Northumberland 

You can order by sending an 

email to  

info@oswinproject.org.uk 

You can order by sending 

visiting growingout.co.uk 

and completing an order 

form on the website 


